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“Welcome to St. Matthias’ is more than a greeting; it’s an expression of the 

heart of this parish. As the search for our next rector began, we prayerfully con-

sidered who we are and where the Lord is leading us. A Holy Cow survey of our 

congregation showed a place of acceptance and transformation. We are an out-

ward looking people who find the strength and encouragement to serve the 

community in our common worship and fellowship together. 

We seek a rector who will encourage our ministries both within the church and 

throughout the community.  We seek a rector who will walk with us on our spir-

itual journey and who will, through pastoral care and guidance, help equip us for 

our various ministries. 

St. Matthias’ is located in Toccoa, Georgia but also draws its membership from 

surrounding counties. St. Matthias’ shares Toccoa with the Episcopal Diocese 

of Atlanta’s Mikell Camp and Conference Center.  

We strive to live into the stated purpose of the Diocese of Atlanta: 

We challenge ourselves and the world to love like Jesus, as we worship 

joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow spiritually. 

The search for a new rector begins with a search of our own hearts and minds. 

To discern who we are and how we are to love like Jesus is critical to a Spirit 

led process to call a new rector. In the following pages you will learn more about 

St. Matthias’ and we trust that you will find this parish “A place to believe, be-

long, and to become!” 

Welcome 
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St. Matthias’ began in 1886 with 
seven families and twenty-
seven individuals in attendance 
as a Mission Station of the Epis-
copal Diocese of Georgia. Dur-
ing its early life, the small con-
gregation met in the home of a 
Parish family and then in the 
Methodist Church. 

St. Matthias’ was a Missionary 
Status Church until 1910, when 
it became an Organized Mis-
sion. In 1915, it became an Aid-
ed Parish; and at the Diocesan 
Council of 1975, the congrega-
tion was welcomed into Full 
Parish Status with the Diocese 
of Atlanta. The church is called 
“St. Matthias’,” to commemorate 
the date of consecration of the 
Rt. Rev. Cleland K. Nelson, 
third Bishop of the Diocese of 
Georgia (later first Bishop of the 
Diocese of Atlanta). We were 
also named in honor of the first 
Apostle who was selected after 
the founding of the Christian 
Church. The first church build-
ing, at the corner of Currahee 
and Alexander Streets in Toc-
coa, was a wooden building 
based on a design furnished by 
the Bishop and was in the style 
known as Carpenter’s Gothic. It 
was consecrated in 1896 and 
cost $2000. The building was 
sold in 1944. 

History 
                                        A Brief History of St. Matthias’  
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A new church was built. After 
meeting in the Toccoa Woman’s 
Club building during construc-
tion, the first service was held at 
995 East Tugalo Street on Octo-
ber 5, 1947. A rectory across 
from the church was purchased 
in 1948 and has since been 
sold. 

A church school building was 
constructed in 1961. In addition 
to housing Sunday School, it 
also served as the St. Matthias’ 
pre-school location from 1973 to 
1992. The “stone house” and 
surrounding land were pur-
chased in 1983. The “white 
house” adjacent to the new 
church parking lot was pur-
chased in 2000, and this pres-
ently contains the church office. 
In June 1998, St. Matthias’ 
Church was damaged by fire. 
The congregation met in the 
new parish hall, which had been 
constructed in 1997, until the 
new church could be built. The 
church fire was a  milestone in 
the activity of our membership. 
Leaders continued their roles 
and new persons stepped for-
ward to become more active 
and supportive in any needed 
way. The old church “shell” was 
saved and remodeled. It now 
contains a hand-painted laby-
rinth and is called “the chapel.” 

On February 24, 2001, the new 
church was dedicated. It is con-
structed of brick matching 
in  color and design that of the 
parish hall and the chapel. This 
history represents years of de-
voted service by many Bishops, 
Priests, and Lay Persons who 
have raised attendance from 
twenty-seven to the present 
Sunday average of 90 persons 
who worship in St.  Matthias’ 
Church. 

In 2006, St. Matthias’ celebrated 
a homecoming. Former parish-
ioners who had moved away 
over the years were invited in 
addition to the many community 
members who were connected 
to the parish through the pre-
school that the church once op-
erated. Many pictures and mem-
ories were shared as former St. 
Matthias’ members from as far 
away as St. Louis “came home” 
to be family again. 

In 2011, St. Matthias’ celebrated 
its 125th anniversary. Our offi-
cial weekend of celebration was 
October 28-30. Several out-of-
town visitors participated in the 
activities including two former 
rectors of the church. A special 
dinner and silent auction were 
held on Friday night. Three fam-
ilies who had four generations of 

worshippers who are members 
of St. Matthias’ were given me-
morial plaques during the 
event. In addition, the new St. 
Matthias’ Cookbook was made 
available as well as a new par-
ish history book. On Saturday, 
members donated their time to 
participate in the Toccoa Har-
vest Festival by selling pizzas 
as a fundraiser. A Halloween 
party in the church parking lot 
was a part of the Saturday 
night fun. Sunday morning the 
Right Rev. J. Neil Alexander, 
then Bishop of the Diocese of 
Atlanta, along with the Rev. 
Mary Demmler, rector of St. 
Matthias’, led the All Saints 
observance that included con-
firmations and receptions, the 
installation of the Vergers 
Guild, and dedication of me-
morial gifts and verge. St. Mat-
thias’ has a wonderful history 
and it was a blessing to be 
able to celebrate 125 years. 
Thanks be to God! 

Page 4 top  Chapel built 

in 1947. Damaged by fire 

1988. 

Page 4 bottom  Hand 

Painted Labyrinth inside 

chapel. 

Left   1942 This picture 

was taken on the steps 

of the building on Alex-

ander Street. The occa-

sion was the baptism of 

John Thomas Hancock 

III  Included in the picture 

are Laura, Tommy, and 

Alda Hancock. 
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The recent Holy Cow survey 
completed by 76 members of the 
parish indicated a strong, posi-
tive and active church. Overall, 
75-percent of the respondents 
are clearly satisfied with the di-
rection the church has taken 
over the last few years. Of 
course there are always areas 
where we want to improve, ex-
pand and innovate. 

While the survey included over a 
hundred questions, many are 
grouped together to get a picture 
of who we are, where we are, 
and where we want to go. 

Holy Cow Surveys, used by the 
Diocese of Atlanta, has thou-
sands of surveys completed from 
other churches, including other 
denominations, and can tell us 
how we compare to other con-
gregations. 

Much of the satisfaction ex-
pressed in the survey came 
from questions that resulted in 
the following assessments: 

• Persons who serve as 
leaders in our church are 
representative of the mem-
bership 

• Being part of this church 
community has given new 
meaning to my life 

“Never before have I attended a church 

that is more welcoming and loving  

toward newcomers and each other.”  

— Parish Survey 

Above  Some of our Youth Swimming in the Camp 

Mikell pool at our 2017 Parish Retreat  
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• In important decisions in our church, ade-
quate opportunity for consideration of differ-
ent approaches is usually provided 

• Our church does a good job supporting 
persons in ministry by reminding them that 
they are making a difference 

• In our congregation the laity work with the 
rector in leading and planning worship ser-
vices 

As we look to the future the survey indicated 
that our top four goals are: 

• Make necessary changes to attract fami-
lies with children and youth to our church 

• Develop and implement a comprehensive 
strategy to reach new people and incorporate 
them into the life of the church 

• Develop ministries that work toward heal-
ing those broken by life circumstances 

• Work to renew and revitalize the commu-
nity around the church by building coalitions 
with partners that share this vision and com-
mitment 

When compared to other churches, there 
were three goals that were unusually strong 
for St. Matthias’ and it says a lot about who 
we are: 

• Work to renew and revitalize the commu-
nity around the church by building coalitions 
with partners that share this vision and com-
mitment 

• Expand outreach ministries that provide 
direct services to those living on the margins 
of society (i.e. homeless, immigrant, and tran-
sient persons) 

• Strengthen the management and support 
of persons in various ministries so that they 
are able to do what they do best in work that 
is meaningful and celebrated 

Some of the areas we want to improve, alt-
hough none of these factors were significant 
enough to require immediate attention, 
should be addressed following transitional 
issues and include: 

• Enhancing our music ministry 

• Enhancing the range of education provid-
ed for every age and stage of life 

• The presence of the rector in times of cri-
sis 

• How well the opportunities for involve-
ment fit various lifestyles 

Many of the responses in the comment section 
related to sermons, services, and other gather-
ings. One sentiment that came through loud and 
clear is that we are a welcoming church and peo-
ple have chosen to come be a part of our parish 
because they felt accepted. 

Let this be a reminder to us that we are the 
church. While we have a wonderful building and 
worship space, the life in this place comes from 
our desire to love like Jesus and to “Believe, Be-
long, Become”. 
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At the heart of parish life here at 

St. Matthias’ is our worship ser-

vice. Holy Eucharist is celebrat-

ed twice each Sunday at 8:00 

AM and 10:30 AM.  At each Eu-

charist we offer our praise and 

thanksgivings through prayer, 

anthems, and the reading of the 

Word. The beauty of the liturgy 

enhances our worship. The 8:00 

AM service does not include 

music. However, the 10:30 ser-

vice uses choir, organ, piano, 

and occasionally guitars to en-

hance the worship experience. 

Each Sunday the ushers wel-

come worshipers and invite all 

to join our weekly Hospitality 

Hour, where light refreshments 

are served.  

The laity serve as ushers, lay 

readers, acolytes and chalice 

bearers. One of the church’s 

four commissioned vergers 

serve each Sunday to ensure  

all the participants are in place 

and everything is in readiness 

for the service. When needed, 

lay eucharistic ministers reach 

out to those members who are 

homebound. 

The Altar Guild dutifully has 

everything ready for the priest 

to conduct services each Sun-

day, as well as the religious 

rites of baptism, marriage, buri-

ORSHIP 

Above  The Reverend Ken Struble celebrates Eucha-

rist on Youth Sunday. 

al, and special services, such 

as Ash Wednesday, Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday and 

Christmas Eve. 

The Flower Guild provides 

lovely floral arrangements for  

services with special flowers 

for Easter and Christmas. 

Although most of the time we 

worship as a church family, our 

labyrinth and memorial garden 

offer opportunities for quiet sol-

itude and prayerful reflection. 

During the week, on Wednes-

days at 7:30 AM, a group of 

men from the parish celebrate 

the office of Morning Prayer, 

followed by breakfast and fel-

lowship. 

The Blessing of the Animals is 

a favorite service which takes 

place on the church grounds, 

on St. Francis Day each fall. 

We branch out into the sur-

rounding community to hold 

our 10:30 AM service through-

out the year. We celebrate 

Pentecost in the Park, usually 

at Henderson Falls Park. The 

day begins with worship and 

continues with a “pot-luck” 

lunch, games, fellowship and 

relaxation. We also have a tra-

dition of moving our second 

service to Mikell Camp and 

Conference Center, where we 

worship either in the outdoor 

chapel or the Old Dining 

Hall.  After worship service, we 

have lunch at Mikell, then 

spend the rest of the afternoon 

hiking, swimming, or just rock-

ing on the porch. 
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St. Matthias’ employs an Constance Wells Or-

ganist and Choir Master to lead the music minis-

try. In most services, she plays either the elec-

tronic organ or grand piano to provide accompa-

niment for our hymns and service music. We 

have a small but talented choir that leads the 

singing during services and also presents an an-

them appropriate to the lectionary each Sunday. 

We have a guitar service featuring music from 

the Lift Every Voice and Sing II hymnal approxi-

mately once a month. Along with several guitars, 

our organist accompanies them with recorders 

and bowed psaltery. 

On occasion, guest musicians bring their talents 

to share with us during services. From oboists to 

singers, all have added something special to our 

worship time together. In addition to the music at 

regular Sunday services, special music at other 

services includes Taize, as well as camp music 

that the kids enjoy and know from their time at 

Camp Mikell. 

St. Matthias’ has made sure to set aside time for 

education and formation, offering programs for all 

ages. 

During the school year, Sunday School begins at 

9:30 am. For the kids of our parish, it’s a fun time 

to do crafts, play games, watch movies, and 

more.  There are separate youth and adult clas-

ses, focusing on their particular needs and inter-

ests. 

On Wednesday evenings we have family night. 

This includes supper and a variety of pro-

grams.  For this year, we have sought to express 

ourselves even more broadly. We’ve done thea-

tre. We’ve done music and art. We’ve done ser-

vice work.  Our youth group has begun prepara-

tions for a pilgrimage. We have plenty of time and 

resources to expand and are open to new ideas 

for our Wednesday evenings. 

Music Ministry 

Above Right  Choir members cheerfully 
prepare for worship. 

Bottom Right Constance Wells accom-
panies a beautiful anthem.  

Education 
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P 
arish life at St Matthias’ offers our members many opportunities to partici-

pate in ministry and fun in church, and in the surrounding communi-

ty. Sharing worship, fellowship, and food significantly enhances our sense 

of family unity. Our pastoral care team includes a food ministry, home and 

hospital visitations, and event receptions. Many of our parish life activities feature 

both fellowship and outreach together.  

 

Hospitality 

On the first Sunday of each month, after the 10:30 a.m. worship service, the church family gathers in 

the Parish Hall for a covered dish lunch. A favorite dish or dessert is provided by church members and 

shared with all. On other Sundays, after the 10:30 a.m. service, coffee, other beverages and light re-

freshments are served by parishioners. During the school year, teams of parishioners fix breakfast be-

tween the 8 a.m. service and Sunday School.  

 

The St. Anne’s Chapter of the 

Daughters of the King (DOK) 

St. Matthias’ DOK was estab-

lished on April 1, 1971 and is an 

order composed of women who 

are active inside and outside of 

the church. Their calling is for 

prayer, service, and evangelism 

with a confidential prayer list main-

tained by all members of the chap-

ter. The DOK provides assistance 

to the priest as needed. 

Right Daughters of the King 

celebrate new members 
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Special Seasons 

Advent is often observed with a day of quiet reflection 

or a special program series. During Lent members 

share Lenten programs which redirect and focus atten-

tion on the importance and significance of the events of 

Lent. An Easter egg hunt and brunch are a special part 

of Easter Sunday at St. Matthias’. Pentecost is celebrat-

ed by an outdoor service in a local park followed by our 

annual Picnic in the Park. 

 

The Seniors Fellowship of St. Matthias’ 

The mission of this group is to share the 

wealth of talent and experience that sen-

iors possess and to make a contribution 

to our church family. The Senior’s Fellow-

ship of St. Matthias’ held its first meeting 

on May 9, 2000. Since that time, this 

group has become one of the most active 

in the parish. Anyone at least 50 years of 

age may attend these meetings which are 

held once a month, either in a member’s 

home or the Parish Hall. 

One of their projects was to research and 

publish a booklet detailing the history of each of the stained glass windows in the Nave. 

They have also provided financial contributions to our youth programs. A large number 

of seniors are volunteers for the many activities the parish participates in during the 

year. 

 

Parish Retreat 

Once a year, the parish goes to Camp 

Mikell for a weekend retreat. Bonds are 

built while hiking, swimming, eating and 

playing the human version of Hungry Hun-

gry Hippo (must be seen to be believed). 

Normally, a facilitator joins the group for 

an adult-centered morning program and 

the youth are given the chance to experi-

ence their own together-time. The week-

end finishes with a wonderful camp-style 

Eucharist on Sunday morning.  

 

Top  Stephanie serves Mike communion at our Pentecost in the Park 

Middle  Seniors group gathers for a party 

Bottom In the background Big Teach is rockin’ the Parish Retreat while Maribel, Matthew, 
and Melanie roast marshmallows over the campfire. 
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Parish Players  

St. Matthias’ Parish Players is a theatre troupe 

that focuses on making beautiful art; the troupe 

uses its time and talents to create an experi-

ence between actor and audience that tells a 

meaningful story, thus worshiping God our Cre-

ator and Jesus the Storyteller.  Last summer, 

the troupe produced Shakespeare’s A Midsum-

mer Night’s Dream with half of the cast coming 

from outside the parish.  We had many first 

time actors and technicians, but our story was 

complete and beautiful.  This debut show left 

cast and crew members feeling refreshed and 

enthusiastic. In the fall, Dickens’ A Christmas 

Carol included six additional community mem-

bers and one additional parish mem-

ber.  Directed by one of the young members of 

our troupe, this production taught us about communication and collaboration.  This 

second show gave the audience and troupe members a sense of hope. This sum-

mer the troupe is doing a small production based Rudyard Kipling’s, The Jungle 

Book. Shere Khan: Prequel to the Jungle Book, is a play written by one of the 

troupe.  As both an outreach and an in-reach ministry, the mission of St. Matthias’ 

Parish Players is to use theatre to worship God through creating and storytelling 

and to spread God’s love by welcoming all who want to belong. 

 

Adult Pilgrimage Group   

Since our youth have gone on J2A pilgrimages, the 

adults wanted in on the action. This group has al-

ready spent a day at the Monastery of the Holy Spir-

it in Conyers, and a weekend at St. Mary’s Retreat 

in Sewanee, TN. They are continuing to explore pil-

grimage options and are considering a trip to the 

Holy Land at a future date. 

 

Piece Makers  

This group got its start in the making and filling of 

167 stockings for area foster children for last Christ-

mas. Many talented hands showed up for the work. 

We made the decision to continue the effort after 

Christmas. Other projects include special care pack-

ages for our local battered women’s shelter. One of 

the most popular items we made for the stockings 

were “binkies” for the youngest children. This year, 

we will also provide them to local police to use in the 

event they have a child they need to comfort. 
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Matthias’ Milers  

This group of running and walking enthusiasts met 

a few times for group exercise and support. They 

bought bright green shirts and wore them to local 

races, prompting some people to start calling 

them the Green Machine. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kicking Acolytes  

A local charity held a kickball tournament as a fundraiser 

within the community a few years ago, and St. Matthias’ 

fielded 2 teams for both years. We can’t say we were 

expert kickball players, but our enthusiasm made up 

for our lack of runs. 

 

“St. Matthias’ is a very special 
church with an even more spe-
cial congregation.” 

— Parish Survey 

Page 12 top  Fairlight and Rick play Mr. and 

Mrs. Fezziwig in The Parish Players production 

of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol  

Page 12 middle  The adult pilgrimage group’s 

first trip was to the Monastery of the Holy Spirit 

near Conyers GA. 

Page 12 bottom  Fay is rug hooking at a Piece 

Makers Meeting. 

Right  Boxes full of stockings ready to bring 

Christmas Cheer to 167 foster children. 

Below  Matthias’ Milers getting ready to run a 

road race. 
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W 
 e at St. Matthias’ have a strong 

desire to share our gifts, striving to 

be the hands of God by reaching 

out to our neighbors in need, 

whether locally, regionally, nation-

ally, or globally. 

Our Outreach Committee has selected two local 

and regional organizations to assist on an on-

going basis: Camp Mikell and CASA. 

Camp Mikell (campmikell.com) is the Camp and 

Conference Center of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Atlanta. The camp is located within five miles of 

our parish. In addition to financial support, our 

“hands on” project last year was to install raised 

vegetable and flower gardens and to revive the 

labyrinth on their grounds. 

CASA (northeastgacasa.org) stands for Court 

Appointed Special Advocates. It is a network of 

951 community-based programs that recruit, 

train and support citizen-volunteers to advocate 

for the best interests of abused and neglected 

children in courtrooms and communities. Our 

local program serves an eight-county area. In 

addition to financial support, last year our group 

of volunteers made and stuffed 167 Christmas 

stockings, one for each child in foster care in our 

area. 

There are many other organizations that we sup-

port based on one-time financial 

grants.  Parishioners, while already active in 

many local organizations, are also encouraged 

to provide hands-on service and to participate in 

activities sponsored by the organizations we 

support.  Some that we have supported in the 

last year are shown in the following lists. 

 

 

In our Community 

• Family Connection 

• Food 2 Kids 

• Neighbors 4 Neighbors 

• Open Arms Clinic 

• Power House for Kids 

• Stephens County Senior Center Meals 

on Wheels 

• Literacy Council                              

• Boys & Girls Club 

In our Region 

• Circle of Hope 

• NGTC Foundation 

• Salvation Army Angel Tree 

In our Community 

• Family Connection 

• Food 2 Kids 

• Neighbors 4 Neighbors 

• Open Arms Clinic 

• Power House for Kids 

• Stephens County Senior Center Meals on 

Wheels 

• Literacy Council                              

• Boys & Girls Club 
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We contribute to national disaster relief through 

the efforts of Episcopal Relief and Development 

(ERD). We also support ERD in their global mis-

sions, as funds are available. Over the years, 

both adults and youth have participated in mis-

sion trips to provide immediate and long-term 

support to areas in need. As an example, we 

made two trips to New Orleans: one within a cou-

ple of months of Katrina, the other a couple of 

years after. 

In addition to giving financial support members of 

St. Matthias’ are busy with hands-on work in the 

community because of our heart for outreach. 

The monthly open plate offerings fund a discre-

tionary account administered by our rector, giving 

us the means to help individuals as needed. 

We operate a warming shelter on nights the local 

temp drops below 15 degrees. The Shelter Com-

mittee has 4-person volunteer teams to facilitate 

the St. Matthias’ Warming Shelter. We open the 

parish hall and allow those with inadequate heat 

or no home to sleep here. Our teams greet them, 

feed them and make sure everyone is safe dur-

ing the night. 

Our buildings are made available to many clas-

ses and meetings within the community. Each 

week, we host Yoga, Tai Chi, AA, and Al Anon. 

Monthly, we host Family Connections of Ste-

phens County, Legacy Link and Kinship Care. 

Halloween in Toccoa, Georgia takes place in a 

big way on the street where we are located! So 

every Halloween we throw open our parish hall 

doors. Spooky parishioners dispense candy in 

front of the church. Less adventurous but equal-

ly helpful people man the parish hall, serving 

coffee and water and allowing access to re-

strooms. A very good time is had by all! 

“The people of this church care. 

They are always willing to help, 

taking care not only of our con-

gregation but also others in our 

community”. 

 —Parish Survey 

Upper Left  This enthusiastic group got some 
hands-on outreach experience repainting an 
activity room for the Toccoa Boys & Girls 
Club. 

Lower left  Kids Trick-or-Treat on our front 
lawn. 

Above Right  The vegetable garden at Camp 
Mikell gets some much needed attention.  
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The Pastoral Care Ministry at St. Matthias’ is 

comprised of a team of lay and clergy caregiv-

ers. Our role is to walk alongside the people in 

crisis, to help carry their burdens and to act as 

a reminder of the healing process of God. God 

is at the center of all healing. 

We provide prayerful, thoughtful and Christ- 

centered care to our parish family and to our 

brothers and sisters in Christ beyond the 

church walls. We grow and change our minis-

tries as needs grow and change. 

Our warming shelter in the cold weather re-

minds us we find shelter in Jesus. Our support 

of Neighbors 4 Neighbors, a food pantry minis-

try started by St. Matthias’, now operated as  an 

independent organization reminds us that Je-

sus is the source of that spiritual food without 

which we have no life in him. 

The Pastoral Care Team consists of fifteen 

hardworking Christians who give freely of their 

individual talents to the Lord, be it visitation, 

transportation, prayer or food preparation.  Lay 

eucharistic visitors bring Communion to home-

bound parishioners and others who, for whatev-

er reason, are unable to attend services at St. 

Matthias’.  

The parish has several members who live in a 

retirement facility on the Stephens County Hos-

pital campus. Because church attendance is 

difficult for most of them, our Rector or lay eu-

charistic visitors lead a brief Communion Ser-

vice in the center’s activity area at least twice a 

month. Any  resident of the facility is welcome 

to attend. 

We always remember that while we are called 

to be the hands and feet of Christ, he is the 

healer and that we all need his healing grace. 

Pastoral Care 

“People in the church are 
friendly and are always 
willing to help and take 
care of everyone in our 
congregation.”  

—Parish Survey 

Above & Below  Eucharist is 

Celebrated with parishioners 

who reside in an assisted living 

Facility   
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The buildings and grounds of St. Matthias’ Epis-

copal Church are located on approximately 2.25 

acres at 995 East Tugalo Street in Toccoa, Geor-

gia. There are three buildings that are connected 

for indoor access including our current church 

building, the Chapel (which was the former 

church building), and the parish hall. Between the 

church building and the Chapel is an outdoor Me-

morial Garden where the ashes of several parish-

ioners have been placed. Our Palm Sunday ser-

vice usually begins there. 

In addition to these buildings, there is a small 

Sunday school building that was built in 1961, 

and there are two houses that were purchased 

as the need arose and finances allowed. The 

purchase of the houses included tracts of land 

that allowed for expanded parking on the proper-

ty. One of the houses is home to our church offic-

es and the other is currently occupied by the 

Neighbors 4 Neighbors Food Pantry which began 

as the St. Matthias’ Food Pantry. 

The undercroft of the Chapel is in use several 

times a week as a meeting place for AA and has 

been for a number of years. The main level of the 

Chapel has a beautiful labyrinth painted on the 

floor and is always available to those who need a 

quiet place of contemplation. 

A number of years ago, the St. Matthias’ Vestry 

made a conscious decision to invite groups in-

volved in making our community better to make 

use of our facilities. As a result, groups such as 

AA, AL-Anon, Kinship Care, the Boys & Girls 

Club, an Alzheimer’s Support Group, students of 

Yoga and Tai Chi, and many others have been 

welcome at St. Matthias’ over the years. Our fa-

cilities are a blessing, and we believe our stew-

ardship of them includes outreach. Our doors are 

open for more than Sunday services. 

Our Campus 
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$ 
At the end of 2017 we had 175 people on the membership rolls at St. Matthias’.  Of these, 108 were 

described as “Communicants in Good Standing.” Baptism records were pending for 12 additional 

people.  The drop in membership and communicants in the table below is mainly due to cleaning up 

our register. Our acting Registrar is continuing to improve our membership data to ensure accuracy 

and validity.  Our average 2017 Sunday attendance was 90 and for 2018 we had 61 signed pledge 

cards totaling $212,427. 

We began a five-year capital campaign in 2015.  As-of August 1, 2018, we have pledges totaling 

$213,480 and have received $124,037.  With these funds and the proceeds from an insurance claim 

for hail damage we replaced the roofs on most of our buildings, upgraded our sound system, re-

placed an HVAC unit, and paid off our second mortgage.  The remaining pledges and our $42,945 

fund balance will fully-fund an HVAC replacement reserve and pay off our mortgage with the Dioce-

san Foundation 18 months early. The mortgage balance as-of August 1, 2018, was $68,425.  

At the end of 2017, we had total cash on-hand of $97,667, made up of $75,718 in restricted funds, 

which includes the capital campaign, organ, and choir robes, and $21,949 in operating 

cash.  Operating activity is summarized below: 

Financial  
Summary  

Attendance & Pledging 

 2015 2016 2017 

Members on Roll 214 220 175 

Communicants in Good Standing 149 118 108 

Average Attendance 93 86 90 

Signed Pledges 56 61  61 

Total Pledged $205,665 $216,324 $212,427 

Average Annual Pledge $3,673 $3,546 $3,482 

Operating Summary 

 2015 2016 2017 

Operating & Building Fund Income  $237,363 $248,076 $255,714 

Less:  Operating Expenses  $237,142 $236,458 $215,254 

Less:  Mortgage Principal  $18,288 $17,971 $22,947 

Net Operating & Building Income  $-18,067 $-6,353 $17,513 
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The Diocese of Atlanta is a vibrant, diverse and 

expansive faith community, with 113 differ-

ent communities focused on worshiping a living 

and loving God and working for a better world in 

the name of Jesus Christ. There are some 

50,000 members in nearly 25,000 households in 

the 11 convocations that make up the diocese. 

Our Diocesan Purpose Statement, adopted at 

Annual Council 2015, informs all aspects of our 

common life: “We challenge ourselves and the 

world to love like Jesus as we worship joyfully, 

serve compassionately, and grow spiritually.” 

We are a Christian community blessed with vi-

brance, variety and vitality. Our diocesan bishop 

is the Right Rev. Robert C. Wright, who was 

elected by the diocese in June 2012 and then 

ordained and consecrated Oct. 13, 2012. The 

Right Rev. Don A. Wimberly assists Bishop 

Wright in visitations. 

 

 

The Offices of the Bishop are at the Cathedral of 

St. Philip in Atlanta. 

We have more than 200 clergy who are under 

Bishop Wright's oversight, and nearly as many 

who come from other dioceses, plus an abundant 

supply of lay ministers. 

The Diocese of Atlanta was created in 1907 and 

carved from the Diocese of Georgia. As part of 

The Episcopal Church, the Diocese of Atlanta is 

connected to the worldwide Anglican Communion 

of 70 million people in 38 provinces. We engage 

in special companion relationships with several 

dioceses in Africa and South America. 

The Diocese of Atlanta actively supports the min-

istry of The Episcopal Church and its presiding 

bishop, the Most Reverend Michael Curry. 

Our website is www.episcopalatlanta.org 

Follow us, and Bishop Robert Wright, on social 

media. 

Our Diocese 

The Right Reverend Robert Wright poses 

with his picture in the Narthex at St. Matthias’  
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Toccoa is a town of about 8,500 people in north-

east Georgia in the heart of Stephens County. 

The county population totals approximately 

25,500 people and is in an area of great venues, 

events, natural beauty, history and tradition. 

The student population from grades K-12 is just 

over 4,200. There are three post-secondary insti-

tutions in our area: Piedmont College in Demor-

est, Georgia; Toccoa Falls College in Toccoa 

Falls, Georgia; and North Georgia Technical Col-

lege with campuses in both Toccoa, and 

Clarkesville, Georgia. All are exceptional, award 

winning schools. 

A number of industrial concerns operate in the 

Toccoa area and many have expanded opera-

tions as a result of the success they have found 

here. Stephens County is increasingly accessible 

with Interstate 85, I-985, US 441, and a 4 lane 

Georgia Highway 17 making travel easy to and 

from the area. Toccoa is also one of only three 

Amtrak Crescent stops in the state of Georgia, 

making rail travel north or south easy. R.G. 

LeTourneau Field can accommodate most any 

private aircraft flying into the Toccoa Airport. 

Medical access in Stephens County is excellent 

with the NGPG Toccoa Clinic, Stephens County 

Hospital, and urgent care clinics available. In ad-

dition, the close proximity to Toccoa of nationally 

recognized medical facilities gives patients many 

options. 

Recreational opportunities abound with Lake 

Hartwell, Lake Yonah, and the Tugaloo River all 

bordering the county. In addition, Stephens 

County has an active recreation department 

providing programs for all ages. You can play a 

round of golf at The Links of Lake Toccoa or en-

joy one of several highly rated courses in the ar-

ea. A hike to the top of Currahee Mountain will 

give you the view that the Band of Brothers of 

World War II saw on a daily basis. 

Our Town 
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Entertainment is abundant with both indoor and 

outdoor concert series programmed each 

year.  The Historic Ritz Theater is home to a vari-

ety of world class performances of every descrip-

tion. Stephens County is also home to the Toccoa 

Symphony Orchestra which has been enriching 

our lives with music for over forty years. Every 

summer, Saturday nights feature a free outdoor 

music venue on the streets of downtown Toc-

coa  known as the Ida Cox Concert Series. 

Named for a blues singer originally from Toccoa, 

this fun event includes music from many genres. 

Folks bring their chairs and families and some, 

including the kids, even get up to dance. For his-

tory buffs, Stephens County offers the Historical 

Museum and the Currahee Military Museum dedi-

cated to the paratroopers who trained at Camp 

Toccoa during World War II. 

Toccoa-Stephens County is a special place in the 

foothills of northeast Georgia. The area is a popu-

lar destination for tourists and for retirees who 

want the feel of a small town with the amenities of 

a much larger city. Whether you come for a visit 

or to make this your home, welcome! 

Our Home 

“I felt at home since 

the first day.” 

—Parish Profile 
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Summary 
 

Many of us grew up believing 

that evangelism was “bringing 

people to Jesus." Early in my 

time at St. Matthias’ I heard 

someone say that they be-

lieved it was more effective to 

“bring Jesus to people.” That 

was probably not an original 

quote, but it changed my un-

derstanding of who we are 

and what we are called to do. 

Based on the community min-

istries undertaken by our pa-

rishioners, I’d say a lot of us 

are led in that way. 

As in most congregations, a 

small percentage of the peo-

ple do most of the volunteer 

work in the church. We are 

not a large parish which 

means a few people do a 

number of things, such as 

singing in the choir, lay read-

ing, and serving as acolytes, 

chalice bearers, Sunday 

school teachers, Vestry mem-

bers, and Search Committee 

members, just to mention a 

The  
Executive 

few.  It has always been a 

balancing act to maintain 

these schedules without 

ministry burnout. 

We were reminded by our 

Holy Cow survey that we 

are an older parish with 41-

percent of respondents in 

the 65 and up age group. 

Over the years there has 

been an ebb and flow to the 

number of St. Matthias’ 

youth. We are low enough in 

numbers right now that 

adults help fill out our aco-

lyte teams much more than 

in the past. The low num-

bers also make it difficult to 

plan for Christian education, 

an area that our survey indi-

cated we want to improve. 

In conjunction with this sur-

vey result was the ex-

pressed desire to find ways 

to draw more young families 

to St. Matthias’.   

As in many churches, differ-

ent people have different 

priorities, and even people 

with the same priorities may 

have different paths to fulfill-

ment. The willingness to 

communicate and be open 

to others has traditionally 

been our path forward both 

in the parish and in the com-

munity. This attitude of ac-

ceptance has drawn several 

new members who say they 

found it difficult to fit in at 

other churches. 

The openness of this parish 

was highlighted in 1998 

when an upset resident of a 

state-operated, mental 

health halfway house across 

the street from the church 

decided to set fire to the 

home in the middle of the 

night. Our church doors 

were open and there was a 

plan in place that in the 

event of an emergency, the 

residents were to come 

across the street to the 

church for safety. When the 
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vived the fire and serves as 

a reminder that God is al-

ways with us no matter what 

comes our way. 

We experienced an increase 

in “online interest” after our 

Presiding Bishop gave the 

homily at the recent royal 

wedding. We would love to 

translate that to “in pew in-

terest!” While we under-

stand that the people of St. 

fire broke out, they came to 

the church in the early 

morning hours. Before the 

cause of the fire was known, 

the resident also set fire to 

the church. As firefighters 

worked to extinguish the 

flames at the home, they 

looked across the street to 

see flames coming out of 

the sacristy window. 

No one in the parish took a 

hard line against the resi-

dent who started the fire and 

not a single person suggest-

ed that we shouldn’t contin-

ue to be a safe place for the 

residents. This stunned 

many people in our commu-

nity who said they would 

have locked the doors and 

abandoned the promise of a 

safe place after such an ex-

perience. Some current pa-

rishioners said this story af-

fected their decision to join 

our parish. A charred but 

intact wooden cross sur-

Matthias’ must be the hands 

and feet of Christ and draw 

people into our midst, we 

also know that our next Rec-

tor will play a major part in 

bringing our mission to the 

attention of others. If you 

are a priest listening for 

God’s call, it might be com-

ing from us! 

Connie Gaines 

Search Committee Chair 

Contact Information 
St. Matthias’ Episcopal Church 
995 East Tugalo Street 
Toccoa, GA  30577 

(706) 886-4413 

search@toccoachurch.com 

www.toccoachurch.com 

facebook.com/St.MatthiasToccoa/ 

Above and page 22 The Silly 

photos were taken at our annual 

parish retreat, Summer 2016. This 

is a fun activity and a parish re-

treat tradition.  
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